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Steven S. Rubin declares: 



1 . I am registered to practice before the U.S. Patent and Trademark Office, 
Registration No. 43,063, and am one of the individuals who is empovv^ered to act in the 
above application. 



2. My declaration is made in support of the Applicant's Petition to Make 
Special the present appUcation pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1.102 and MPEP 708.02 VIII. 

3. The present appUcation is directed toward an improved system and 
method for notifying a client of an exception item. A payor writes a check to a payee. 
The payee presents the check to the payee's bank. The payee's bank, in turn, presents that 
check to the payor's bank. Some payor banks provide a check exception item processing 
service in which the bank compares checks presented by payee banks to a list of checks 
written by the payor. If any checks do not match, an exception item is created. The 
system and method of the invention creates a web file and corresponding xmique uniform 
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resources locator ("URL") for each payor client for the exception items. The URL is sent 
to the client via an electronic mail so that client may access the web page associated with 
the URL and quickly authorize or decline payment for the exception item. 

4. Submitted with the present petition is an Information Disclosure Statement 
listing at least each of the references cited herein along with copies of those references. 

5. I conmiissioned a search of pertinent prior art by engaging the patent 
search firm of Lacasse & Associates, 2001 Jefferson Davis Highway, Suite 806, 
Arlington, Virginia 22202. A manual search in the pubhc search room of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office was performed among the references classified in at least- Class 
235, subclasses 375 and 379; and Class 705, subclasses 27, 30, 35, 38, 39, 40, 42, 44, 45 
and 75. Computer searching using, for example, using key words in the U.S. Patent and 
Trademark Office Automated Patent System was performed to augment the manual 
search. 

6. Of the references cited in the above identified applications or located 
during the search described above, the following are deemed the most relevant to the 
present appHcation. 

U.S. Patent 5,373,550 to Campbell et al shows a system for transferring 
an image of a check fi*om one banking institution to another to facilitate and expedite 
payment of the check. The system shown in Campbell et al. does not provide exception 
item notification at all but merely sends an image of a presented check to a payor bank 
quickly. The payor bank is then required to determine whether the presented check 
corresponds to a check issued by the payor bank. There no disclosure for how exception 
clients are notified of exception items by the payor bank. Nor is there disclosure for the 
use of an electronic mail to provide notification of such exception items. 

U.S. Patent 5,691,524 to Josephson shows a system for expediting the 
flow of data relating to checks presented between partner banks. Although exception 
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items are deteraiined, the focus is on how information relating to such items may be 
conveyed between a payor bank and a payee bank. There is no disclosure for how clients 
are notified of such exception items by the payor bank. Nor is there disclosure for e- 
mailing a notification of an exception item. 

U.S. patent 5,819,236 to Josephson shows a system where a restricted 
account file is received by an intermediary entity fi*om participating financial institutions. 
The intermediary entity matches presented checks with the restricted account file to 
determine whether the presented checks should be cashed. Again, there is no disclosure 
relating to notifying clients of a payor bank of exception items via e-mail. 

U.S. Patent 5,848,400 to Chang shows a system for quickly settling 
transactions between financial institutions. There is no disclosure for notifying a client of 
the financial institution of an exception item. 

U.S. Patent 5,895,455 to Bellinger et al. relates to a system for processing, 
imaging, and cataloging a large amount of issued checks. These images can be used to 
detect an exception item. Further, the images themselves may be sent to a chent 
electronically. However, there is no disclosure for sending a notice regarding such an 
exception item to a client of the payor bank. Nor is there disclosure for notifying a client 
of exception information with an e-mail 

U.S. Patent 5,940,844 to Cahill et al. discusses another system for 
processing, imaging, and cataloging a large amount of issued checks. These images can 
be made available to a user through a network. The system does not determine exception 
items. 

7. The prior art, taken alone or in combination, does not disclose the unique 
combination of elements recited in the claims of the present application. Specifically, 
none of the references, alone or in combination, disclose or suggest determining 
exception items and then notifying clients of a payor bank of those exception items via an 
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electronic mail as is explicitly required by independent claims 1,10, 11,18, 19 and 21 of 
the present application. Nor does the prior art disclose or suggest an electronic mail 
including information relating to an exception item as is required by independent claim 
23 of the present invention. 

8. Based upon the foregoing observations about the prior art, it is my opinion 
that the claims in the present application are allowable over the prior art. 

9. I further declare that all statements made herein of my own knowledge are 
true, except for those statements made on information and belief, which are believed to 
be true; and further that these statements are made with the knowledge that willful, false 
statements and the like so made are punishable by fine or imprisonment, or both, under § 
1001 of Title 18 of the United States Code, and that such willful false statements may 
jeopardize the validity of this declaration, this apphcation and any patent resulting 
therefrom. 

Dated: March 15, 2001 




Steven S. Rubin 

MJS:SSR:sak 

Enc: References 

Form PTO-1449 
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